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The Pastor’s Corner 

 

       Chapel Call 
                                    March/April 2012 

Dear Friends,   

Lately, you may have noted some signifi-

cant changes in our Sunday service. 

We’re beginning with a portion of a 

psalm, shared responsively in a Call to 

Worship. We’ve added another prayer, 

one adoring God for his wonder and 

majesty, and confessing our own un-

worthiness in the light of his holiness.  

In addition to the psalm beginning wor-

ship, we now hear three passages from 

the Bible instead of the usual one we’ve 

grown accustomed to, and two of those 

are read by an elder.  

We have somebody from the congrega-

tion sing a prayer before the reading of 

the gospel, which is done from the altar 

Bible in the midst of the congregation. 

We’ve tried moving the singing of the 

Lord’s Prayer to the end of worship 

from its customary place near the begin-

ning.   

The changes grew out of a discussion at 

the January elders meeting. We talked 

about adding to our service some tradi-

tional elements of Christian worship, 

such as the Apostles’ Creed, the Gloria 

Patri and the Doxology.  

So, some of the “new” things we have 

done are actually golden oldies. The 

Gloria Patri, for example, dates back 

almost 2,000 years to the second centu-

ry. The Apostles’ Creed likely was in 

use in an early form in the 5th century, 

and the Doxology, the 16th century.   

Standing up for the reading of the Gos-

pel dates even further back than these. 

It can be traced back to 445 B.C. when 

the people of Israel who had returned 

to their homeland from exile in Babylon 

stood up and remained standing as Ezra 

the scribe read the Law (Nehemiah 8:1-

8). The Law consisted of what are now 

the first five books in our Bible. Think 

about that before complaining about 

standing for a minute or so for the 

reading of the gospel! Early Christians 

stood for the reading of scripture for 

the same reason, to show respect with 

their bodies for the word of life.  

These elements of worship are not 

meaningful because they are 

“old” (though, there’s nothing wrong 

with that). They’re meaningful because 

Christians all over the world have gath-

ered around them for hundreds of 

years, finding that these things draw 

them nearer to the Living God.   

The additional scripture readings have 

grown out of my experience with some 

of the folks who are reading through 

the Bible as they work through the 

book, Disciplines for the Inner Life. I’ve 

listened as they go on and on about 

how wonderful it is to read and ponder 

these stories and texts from the Bible.  

For a long time now, it has bothered me 

that we only shared 

together one passage 

from the Bible each 

Sunday. We, a 

Protestant church, 

whose faith lifts up 

the Bible as the rule for faith and prac-

tice, hearing one Bible reading, while in 

the Catholic mass there are four Bible 

readings. Don’t get me wrong.  We’re 

not trying “to be Catholic,” nor trying 

to be anything else other than what we 

are: a body of called out followers of 

Jesus Christ. Don’t you think it might be 

possible that hearing more of the Word 

of God each Sunday might help us live 

more faithfully as followers of Jesus?   

Change is never easy.  But it may help 

to remember that the “old” order of 

service before the recent changes dates 

back less than 10 years. Not so old after 

all!  Please know, too, that the changes 

are not for change’s  sake. They are 

made as we explore together new ways 

to lose ourselves in wonder, love, and 

praise of the Triune God in worship.  

Neither are any changes “permanent.”  

Isn’t it good to be a people not afraid to 

try different ways of worship and settle 

on those that honor God most? I’d love 

to hear what you think.   

Warmly, 

 Bob 

 



CAC NEWS 

Spring is  
in the air! – well, not 

exactly. As I write this, it is cold. Winter, even 

this mild one, is getting old.  But, I have great 

news! I have it on good authority that spring is 

around the corner and, very likely, as you read 

this in March, the days will be getting longer and 

the temperature will be increasing day-by-day.  

At least, I hope that is what happens. However, 

even if winter hangs on for a while, there are 

wonderful performances coming your way at the 

Christian Arts Centre. 

The Miracle Worker will be presented on 

March 2, 3, 9, 10 and 11 with Friday and Saturday 

performances at 7:30 p.m. and the matinee on 

Sunday, March 11 at 3:00 p.m.  

The Miracle Worker is the story of the young 

Helen Keller and her teacher, a 20-year-old for-

merly blind girl, Anne Sullivan who grew up in an 

asylum. Anne’s horrendous past does not damp-

en her enthusiasm in helping Helen, a seemingly 

incorrigible blind-deaf girl. As Helen Keller once 

said, “All the world is full of suffering. It is also 

full of overcoming.”  This timeless story of over-

coming is testament to the great things that are 

possible when we simply do not give up.  

The Miracle Worker is ably directed by Sean 

Walker and masterfully acted by an ensemble 

cast. The show will be “open captioned” for the 

deaf and hard of hearing. Tickets are $10 and are 

available in person at the Chapel office or by 

calling 262-245-9122.  

John Ludy Puleo returns to the Christian Arts 

Center on April 21st at 7:00PM in a show that 

will benefit the Chapel’s New Addition Furnish-

ings Campaign. John is a local phenom who has 

performed to enthusiastic audiences throughout 

the Midwest. This will be John’s third perfor-

mance in the CAC and we are very excited to 

have him grace our stage once again. Be sure to 

attend. It is a great way to spend a spring evening 

as John gives his own unique renditions of Sina-

tra, Michael Buble’ and Bobby Darin. It will be a 

great night and it is a great cause! 
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The Sound of Music – This sum-

mer, the Chapel on the Hill will be 

alive with The Sound of Music, 

our summer musical. Denise Olsen is 

the Director and Cindy Odden is the 

Producer. If you want to join me in 

trying out for the role of Captain Von Trapp or 

any of the other great parts for adults, as well as 

children, the auditions will be Sunday, May 20 at 

2:00 to 5:00 p.m. for children and 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

for adults and on Monday, May 21 from 6:00 to 

9:00 p.m. for both children and adults. This won-

derful musical will be presented on July 27, 28 and 

29 and August 3, 4 and 5. 

We have a great lineup of wonderful performanc-

es. I hope that you will join us for each one. 

See you at the show.    

CAC Spring Season Comes in Like Lion By Jeff Quinto 

 

The Miracle Worker 
March 2, 3,  

9, 10 & 11 



As I sit at my 
 computer 

this morning, I have been going over all of the 

notes that I have taken from the three meetings 

that the Furnishings Campaign Committee has 

had.  Every time we meet, I get more excited 

about this challenge. We have such a knowledgea-

ble group of people on this committee. Everyone 

has such great ideas on how to achieve our goal of 

raising $50,000 for all of the necessary furniture 

needed to furnish our new facility.  

As most of you know, we have already mailed out 

a bro-

chure 

explaining 

what each of 

our new 

rooms will 

need. If you 

did not re-

ceive one, we 

would be 

happy to mail one to you. 

We realize that many of you may have not had the 

opportunity to see for yourselves what our new 

addition looks like. Many of you are seasonal resi-

dents and might still be somewhere warm until 

spring. Please take the time to visit us as soon as 

you get back. I think that you will be blown away 

by the great gift that Dean and Lois Griffith have 

given us. Words or pictures do not begin to de-

scribe what a blessing this will be for all of us.   

The new addition was built without asking any of 

our members to contribute financially. This was 

solely a desire of the Griffiths to continue their 

dream for The Chapel on the Hill. As of this writ-
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ing, we have already raised almost 

$16,500.00 in donations. We hope 

to get started on the Chapel Par-

lor. This room serves as a place 

for fellowship and refreshments 

after our Sunday worship service. 

We really missed this while the addition was 

being built, and all of us are happy to have it 

available again. However, we have very little 

seating or tables right now. This is why the com-

mittee feels that this area should be furnished 

first. We need comfortable seating available for 

everyone as soon as possible. 

When my children were small, and even as they 

grew older; we 

tried to instill in 

them a sense of 

responsibility and a 

value for the things 

they had.  From 

the time they were 

young they had to 

contribute toward 

some of the extras 

they wanted. They found ways to make a little 

money, by doing household chores, or as they 

got older, by working outside of the home. I 

know that the items that they purchased meant 

more, because they took ownership in them. 

This is how I feel about the furnishings for the 

new rooms. Our congregation will be proud of 

what we have accomplished here because, just 

as my children, we will have taken ownership in 

this endeavor. 

We pray that you will be able to help, even if it 

is just a little.  God knows each of our situa-

tions, and He will provide what we need.  There 

is no donation too small. 

 

Help Meet Our Furniture Challenge By Linda Schilthelm 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1366&bih=561&tbm=isch&tbnid=U5KCfCaIOjbMUM:&imgrefurl=http://www.home-office-design.co.uk/acatalog/Selects_Conference_Meeting_Room_Furniture.html&docid=giCSMRkDzuTG9M&imgurl=http://www.home-office-design.co.uk


What if  God designed marriage 

to make us holy more 

than to make us happy? 

Have you ever considered that your marriage is 

much more than a union between you and your 

spouse? Your marriage is a spiritual discipline ide-

ally suited to help you know God more fully and 

intimately.   

Our Marriage Enrichment Group Study began 

with a Saturday afternoon seminar in January. We 

enjoyed testimonies from a panel of four couples 

from the Congre-

gation. Thank you 

to Jim and Joyce 

Kennedy, Lee and 

Nancy Hoeft, Lloyd 

and Eileen Knut-

son, and Don and 

Cheryl Johnston. What an amazing panel — and 

to think that we had a total of 200 years of mar-

riage in our panel of four couples!   

These couples shared with the audience how their 

faith in God has been the reason for their success-

ful lifelong marriages. They also shared how it has 

been a priority in their lives to pray together as a 

couple and attend a Bible Study together. We also   

received helpful information from our keynote 

speaker, Dr. Don Norman. It was a seminar at-

tended by 15 couples who are looking to enrich 

their marriages.   

Following the seminar, we began our “Fireproof 

Your Marriage” Group Study. This couples Bible Page 4 

Saturday sessions for a six week 

study.  In this study, we are ex-

ploring the following topics: ap-

preciating the God-designed 

differences between men and 

women, God’s love for you and 

how it enables you to love others, marriage as 

a lifelong covenant, freeing yourself from 

temptations that can destroy a marriage, of-

fering and receiving forgiveness and uncondi-

tional love. 

The format of the study allows us to be together 

in a large group 

setting for video 

clips from the mov-

ie “Fireproof” and 

discussion, but then 

allows us to break 

into small groups of 

4-6 people for 

more in-depth discussion of the weekly topic and 

application. The focus question is “Will You Dare 

to Love Unconditionally?” “Fireproof Your Mar-

riage” is founded on Biblical principles for strong, 

God-centered, lifelong marriages.  “Fireproof Your 

Marriage” will challenge each of the couples to 

love better, to love first, and to love for a lifetime!   

With such a successful response to our first Mar-

riage Enrichment Study, we plan to have more 

offerings in the future. Some future group studies 

will be “Five Love Languages”, “Sacred Marriage”, 

and “Ten Great Dates”. Please watch for details in 

the church bulletin or contact me for more infor-

mation at 262-203-1730 or kafergu-

son@charter.net. 

Marriage Class Opened Hearts & Minds By Kathy Ferguson  
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He’s Alive! By Naomi Cassata  
 

Colored eggs,  
bunny rabbits, 

candy filled baskets and fancy outfits have all be-

come the symbol of Easter. Jesus' resurrection is 

scarcely touched upon as all these other prepara-

tions have crowded him out of the picture.  

The extent of most Christians' knowledge of Easter 

is that Jesus died on the cross and three days later 

rose. Rather than a 

time of reflection 

and thankfulness to 

God, the account of 

Christ has simply 

become a mere sto-

ry with very little 

meaning.  

What makes Easter 

so special anyway, 

and why not share 

this special day with 

the Easter bunny? Jesus' death and resurrection are 

the most important events of all time. No other 

event even comes close to the sacrifice he made 

for mankind. Without his death, we would have no 

hope for an eternity with our God, in Heaven. 

During those agonizing moments in the garden of 

Gethsemane, he was in the valley of decision. He 

prayed for guidance and strength to do what God's 

will for him was to do to take the punishment of 

our sins, so that we could be reconciled with our 

creator. Jesus willingly gave up his life for us.  

The story doesn't end here. If this was all there was 

to Easter, it would be a solemn holiday with no 

reason to celebrate. Instead, we would lament 

Christ's death. When Jesus was laid in his tomb, 

those that knew him thought this was the end of 

his life. His followers were distraught. How can this 

man who opened blinded eyes, made deaf ears 

hear, walked on water and even raised others from 

the dead, succumb to death? It contradicted every-

thing Jesus stood for and taught. He was supposed 

to be The Resurrection and The Life, and the very 

Son of God! But what they didn't know, at the 

time, was this was all part of God's plan from the 

very beginning.  

Anytime God's hand is in something, you can trust 

that life is the end result. Three days later, the 

grave began to stir and death began to quake. 

Death could not hold Jesus down and the tomb 

could not seal him in forever. Jesus had broken the 

power of 

death! If Jesus 

had remained 

in that tomb, 

he would not 

have been 

who he 

claimed to be. 

The words he 

spoke would 

have been 

buried with 

him. But his words are truth and He is Alive! He 

ascended to his Father, and is seated at His right 

hand (Ephesians 1:20). 

Jesus gives all those who follow him this promise. 

In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were 

not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 

place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and receive you to myself; 

that where I am, there you may be also. And 

where I go you know, and the way you 

know" (John 12:2-4 NKJV). 

So you see, Easter is a time of thankfulness to God 

for sending His Son to die for mankind, as well as a 

time of celebration, knowing that, just as Jesus 

ascended to the Father, so shall we be with Him 

for eternity.  

Article Source: http://www.faithwriters.com 

Submitted by Sally Bardin. 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

March 

2   William Campbell 

     John Schilthelm 

3   Evertge Haskins  

4   Ken Heisz 

     Shelby Hess 

5   Rebecca Kohlman 

6   Lydia Farence 

7   Piper Connon  

    Marilyn Lloyd  

9   Kurt Lembcke 

     Judy Maack 

     Janet Nettekoven 

     Marty Weckerle 

11 Jeannie Licary 

12 Mark Hess 

13 Nancy Brown 

15 Judy Ramacitti 

     Ruth St. Clair 

17 Dylan Schultz 

18 Al Erdmann 

20 Charlotte Grether 

     Linda Schilthelm 

21 Rich Sams 

     Michael Sulser 

26 Cheri Bartz 

27 Dana Pease 

     Emma Regalia 

28 Joyce Kennedy 

     Pam Westberg 

30 Gerry Dexter 

     Lee Hoeft 

31 Alexandra Faltis  

April   

1   Jessica Rathunde 

     Peter Seyfarth-
Lechner 

     Cynthia Walker 

2   Judy Mayer 

3   John Jaeger  

What Are Lent and Easter About? By Anastasia Bouras 

isn’t enough to match that sacri-

fice.” –Hannah Hinners 

“Jesus gave up his own life so we 

could be free from our sins. We 

celebrate how he rose from the 

dead. Lent prepares us for the 

coming of Easter and what to expect on Good 

Friday service. It helps me self-check myself on 

my Christian path before Jesus’ crucifixion.” –

Makenzie Ferguson  

“To help us remember what God did for us, we 

read verses from the bible, sing praises, and say 

prayers. Lent means one word: Love. We cele-

brate Lent by giving up something 40 days before 

Easter. This is to show appreciation to God.” –

Lily Regalia 

“Easter is about the cross and how Jesus rose 

again. We celebrate Lent to remember that Jesus 

was hung on the cross, but in the end rose again 

to save everyone.” –Maddie Nimke 

     Cyrus Noel 

4   Rose Rusch 

5   Lorre Morbeck 

     Patti Sulser   

6   Sadie Jeninga 

     JoAnn Krause 

     Bryan Olson 

7   Bruce Beck  

     Denise Olson  

8   Eileen Altenburg 

     Carol Wilkenson 

9   Marla Hinners 

     Creighton Quinto 

     Phyllis Tiggemann 

12  Barbara Coy 

     Tim Sulser 

13  Cindi Ashton 

14  Jack Salvador 

15  Andrea Bouras          

     Doris Rohde        

Speak Out 

… By the     

Kids 

Easter  and Lent are quickly ap-

proaching, so for this month I asked the kids 

three simple questions: What is Easter/Lent all 

about? Why do we celebrate Lent? And what 

does Lent mean to you? They responded with 

truly amazing answers that I cannot put into 

words better than they did.  I hope when you 

read this that your heart is touched as much as 

mine was and that you are filled with the spirit of 

Jesus Christ.  

“Lent is about Jesus first on the cross, then in the 

tomb, and then in Heaven. If Jesus could give his 

life for us, then we can give up something like 

chocolate or a toy.” –Audra Ferguson 

“We celebrate Lent by giving up something we 

love, like how God gave up his son so we could 

live.  It is better to not have unnecessary distrac-

tions in your life during Lent.  This is so you can 

remember what God did for us. Jesus gave his 

life for us and giving up something simple just 

16  Mallory McGowan 

20  Harry Tiggemann 

23  Samantha Struble  

24  Jeff Muth  

      Kurtis Rayfield 

25   Sue Ginner 

29  Jimmy Corpus   

     

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

March 

14 Ed & Mary Zwiebel  

26 Tom & Piper Connon 

April 

1   Rich & Marla Hinners 

4   Doris & Tom Rohde 

10 Harvey & Eileen Altenburg 

14 Jack & Marilyn Lloyd 

21 Chelby & Damian Daniels 



Mission 

Moments 
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 What Cancer Can’t Do By Cynthia Hoffman 

Please forgive me for not focusing on Missions this 

month. There has been some cleaning going on at 

my house and this message was found in a little 

booklet called “Our Daily Bread” by Radio Bible 

Class in Grand Rapids, Michigan, dated December-

January-February 1988-89.   

It seems there is an awful lot of cancer touching 

our Chapel family these days and I found this article 

to be something to hold on to during tough times.  

Cancer has affected my family personally. My 

grandfather succumbed to esophageal cancer in 

1968, and my dad is battling CLL- Chronic Lympho-

cytic Leukemia. To all of you on the prayer chain 

with cancer, please know that we take our praying 

responsibility seriously – you are in our daily pray-

ers and lifted up to the Father.   

What Cancer Can’t Do 

There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.  1 

Corinthians 15:44 

One of the most dreaded sentences a patient might 

hear is, “You have cancer.” These words bring a 

chill to the heart. Although great progress has been 

made in treating cancer, recovery can be long and 

painful, and some people do not survive. 

An enthusiastic believer in Christ, Dan Richardson, 

lost his battle with cancer. But his life demonstrat-

ed that even though the physical body may be 

destroyed by disease, the spirit can remain tri-

umphant. This poem was distributed at his me-

morial service: 

Cancer is so limited . . . 

It cannot cripple love, 

It cannot shatter hope, 

It cannot corrode faith, 

It cannot eat away peace, 

It cannot destroy confidence, 

It cannot kill friendship, 

It cannot shut out memories, 

It cannot silence courage, 

It cannot invade the soul, 

It cannot reduce eternal life, 

It cannot quench the Spirit, 

It cannot lessen the power of the resurrection. 

If an incurable disease has invaded your life, 

refuse to let it touch your spirit. Your body can 

be severely afflicted, and you may have a great 

struggle. But if you keep trusting in God’s love, 

your spirit will remain strong. 

Why must I bear this pain? I cannot tell; 

I only know my Lord does all things well. 

And so I trust in God, my All in all, 

For He will bring me through, whate’er befall. 

Newly ordained at Sunday Service 

were (right to left) Elder Greg Odden 

and Deacons Jan Johnson, Ruth St. 

Clair and Marilyn Lloyd. 
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